ieee Geoscience and remote sensinG maGazine person. Even when he was asking for help-for slides, travel funds, reviews, recommendations, or whatever-he had a way of making it about me. He recognized that all of us in the Society are important and essential members and honored each of us with his attention, good humor, praise, and guidance.
Here is my story about a scientist who believed in a world without frontiers.
Starting in 1991, I met Wolfgang many times during his frequent visits to the German Aerospace Center's Institute for Radar Frequency Technology in
Oberpfaffenhofen. We both shared a great enthusiasm for radar applications as well as for the vastness of the Siberian forests and Russian culture, with the big difference that Wolfgang had already established several contacts in radio science departments all over the former Soviet Union. He was extremely excit- Wolfgang's scientific exchange with and support of the Russian scientists was outstanding. Hence, it was even more disappointing that, instead of honoring his truly international spirit, he was considered by the Russian officials a spy (as was I).
Radar earth observation is now thriving, and we would need Wolfgang for many more decades to teach and motivate young people across all cultures in his own special way as a universal philanthropist-scientist and nature lover, a role he lived to the fullest in his late years as crane observer-another book-filling story. 
